BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Wl Am TO OUT DOWH WBKfM A>D I8TABLZBH TRUTH. 



VOLUME XV. NUMBER 16 



LEXINOTON. KENTUCKY. SUNDAY. JULY 22. 1906 



PUBLISHID WKKKLY, ilJM A YIAR I 




CHARLB* C. MOORK. 
Nindar at fhm Blu* Oraa Blade. 
OM rcbruwT 1th, 18M. 



E. llUGiiES - JSditor and Publisher 
TEEMS OF SUBSCiUPTlUN 
Om imw for oi|t jriw $L00 in advance, in dolto 
wf FiT* MKW mbMribttn^ 60 eenu eaeh. 
Itmu.— $1.(X) per year in advance; foreign nil- 
■cription ♦1.50 per year. % 
rive new subscribers sent £ur one year for fSQfi- 
Aend your subscnpHou by registered letter, 
ulliee or express money orUer, New i orit ' 
and if personal checks are sent add coil' 
oiiarges as local banks charge for coil 
■ama. 

MMiu ali auMxey orders, drafts cheoka, etc., p 
ble to Jmdm ifi. Hagtaai^ li aiin gto n, K/. 

WImh you change your addreaa advise this 

givujg your olu as well as the new adr^" 

When yuu scud your subscnpUou say whether 
are a new or old subscriber. 

Ihe address slip ou the paper will sho;" exj 
ol subscripliou, ana serve as a ree«iipl 
dale chaiigcs aa soou as the subscriber pi 

Subscriptions to the iilade are not discontinued 
expiration unless so ordered by the s^baeriii 
lUe courts invariably hold a subscriber rOpUn- 
sible to the publisher for the subscription price 
of all papers received until the paper is paid 
for in full and up to date and ordered discon- 
tinued. 

!• of PttUioation is located at 168 V. Short St, 
LeTingtmt. Kentoolqr. 

Md St thit port offiM at LMdagtOii, KMtaeky, 
m SMond Chw Mail Matt». 



us naturally aa the needles line the poles. The 
pietistical puritan will inevitably follow some stu- 
pid old bell-wether because thoy are utterly incap- 
able of independent thought. They Mver think 
their holiness a fake and that is why they are so 
d-" anxious to advertise it. 

"A iitllc r<-li-ioii is iiii rxe.-lleiit limit,' 'u every 
coiiuiiiiiiity, " ilccliucs a Lexiugtou church writer, 
and the Blade asserts that the "littler" the better. 
Like biui nvhisky, un overdose of it will simply put 
els 111 your head and start them working over- 
time. 

The attempt of the religious fanatics of New 
York to thrust religion into the public schools, 
those iii.slitulious oi K'aniing tliat are supporled by 
a tjciicral public liix niiik,s among the most col(;ssal 
irauds ever sought to be perpetrated upon a free 
people. It is infamy incarnate. It is the apotheo- 
sis of 




1^1 any of the sabsoriben to ths Soma Book have 
neglected to forward the fifteen eoits required for 
postage. To sdme of them the Blade has forwarded 

the book at its own expense. Such recipients of the 

book would confer a favor upon us by remitting the 
sum named in postage stamps. To mail out only 
500 of tiie books costs us .$75, which we cannot af- 
ford while it only costs the individual but 15 cents. 

Some of the Blade's writers express fears anent 
the increasing power of the ii'ope in America. Time 
was when the Vatican 's nod could eanse the proud- 
est monarch to tremble, but it has been shorn of ali 
its temporal power. Gradually, the Pope fell back 
" ito disuse until he is eapable of azartmg about as 
inch influence upon the political destinies of the 
'orld as a male cat. 

Labor must lake heed that it does not entirely 
abandon the Ark of the Covenant of humanity 
which is the supreme Brotherhood of Man. The pro- 
'essional polticians who are^ forever misleading 
ihem, dragging them further into the Slough of 
ipond, undertake to manage matters nnindane 
a basis of brute selfishness, niniis eonseienoe or 
;cd, save that of a fatuous ntilitaria wliich af- 
>rds not the slii^test hope. 
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EDITORIAL 



Keep moving onward. 

• • • • 

Daa't get turned into a pillar of salt. 

• • • • • 

Why not join the great family of Blade readers! 

• ••••• 

There is no time like Uie present for wisdom and 



iudillereuce leads to intellectual slavery, re- 
member ftoedom muit be won and eternal vif^lance 
istlM priee therwiL 

• • • • • 

If you feel that the Blade is deserving of perpe- 
tuity, now is the time that it needs your he^ Don't 
burdm tomorrow with the debto of today. 

• • • • • 

What we demand is the absolute elimination of 
religious domination over secular affairs and a per- 
fect equality for all beliefs or unbeliefs by whomso- 
ever entorlaiiied. 

• • • • • 

Every man sliouhi be privileged to exercise his 
brains witiiout being placed under a political or 
social ban, to si)eak his honest llioughts without be- 
ing made to pay .i penally. Freedom of thought 
and expression is essential lo human progress. 

The Christian church is but a mania for long 
haired saints run mad and is a kind of black magic 
or mental thanmaturgios that eonverts men 
women into dangerous cranks. To be drank on re- 
Ugi<«i is just as dangerous ns to get dronk OH mm. 
The result is much about the some^ only the imme- 
diate cause is difl'erent. 

Christian congregations are a dependent lot. 
They have no self rcliiiiiee. They arc like unto a 
lot of sheep who follow the ma.stor ram, not be- 
cause they comprehend or care whither he is going, 
but because they smell him, and pointing their 
ptodoMidi In the air. th«y follow in hia diitetifln 
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nd progressive people, yet there is no land beneath 
the sun wliere pure reason has a harder battle with 
uipid Ignorance. Tliousands are bom with politi- 
iil and theological prejudices and are about as use- 
id as a wooden Indian. Others are blindly led by 
blundering leaders falling into every t'oul ditch 
wliieh busy superstition can dig for their foolish 
feet. 



is reported that a certain young schoolmarm 
in New Jersey is actually unable to detect and un- 
derstand the ilitl'ereuee between a modest pressure 
of the hand and a genuine, old-fa.shioned hug. But 
hat's the use of making any comment. There are 
leiity of ni.'ii who are unable to understand the 
ne ol' liisliiu liuu between a kiss by moonlight and 
the stale all'ections hashed up for a fourth husband. 
Othen regard to entire situation aa a t«n-legged 
oii^ mare and fl|^ riiy. 



The science of govemiDwit is not anro 
than the science of boainess. No man td 

intelligence w£o makes an honest effort to imder> 
stand it, need fail. The very fact, however, that we 
are divided into many warring factions argues 
either inexcusable ignorance or widespread turpi- 
tude. As at present constituted, we are incapable 
etlectiial service against Mwial and political cor- 
lion as a dam in a desert, and about aa useful as 

oo.ieu wateh. 



■aik-rs will observe that a number of arti- 
published in this issue carried over from 
the symposium on wganizaton, which either arriv- 
ed too late or got crowded out of the symposium is- 
sue. As the Blade invited a continuation of the dis- 
cussion until all Freethnkers, who cared to do so, 
had expressed an opinion, our coliunna are still 
open for short articles on this subject. Hie general 
trend still seems to be in favor of an organization, 
ind with sueh eonilitions existing as those to which 
lie Blade has reet ntly directed attention, its neces- 
sity is no longer to be questiimed or doubted. In 
another issue we shall discuss the subject at further 
length. 

So long as the church continues to appeal to the 
law for an eni'oreenieiit of its edicts, so long as it 
declares it to be a crime to do that which works no 
injustice to others, so long as it strives to work a 
boyeot upon those who dissent from ito erer^shift- 
dogmas, it will breed hypocrites and manufac- 
ture tyrants. The day inevitably comes when men 
will grow weary of a presunijititons and cruel mas- 
ter and rise in rebellion. The stronger the repres- 
sion the fiercer becomes the explosion. It is impos- 
sible to drive love and res|)eet in the hearts of men 
with a sword or a bayonet for men now know that 
tiie wisest theologian is only groping in the dark 
and, after all, may misinterpret the menge he 
elaims to have emanated from the Qod he 
to 



FBEE LOVE BUT A BAILBARIC FANCY. 
Orthodox Christianity has budded for itself a 
gross and material heaven of barbaric splendor, 
based ou superstition, and impossible of attainment. 

Free Love has built up a system of sexology, fan- 
cied and artistic, woven of tht waip and ' 
human passion, with less sobatane* to ifc 
child 's (oy balloon. 

■ Both are superstitions to be dreaded, to be fear- 
^ almost, and whetlicr fuLurt/^ generations accept 
or not, the thinking men and women of the 
present age must resist both with vigor and energy. 

There is no stronger or better settled fact in the 
realm of sociology than that the principles of mono- 
gamy must prevail if the hume is lo nc preserved, 
ehilareu reared and educateU under Uic halioweil 
uillueuce oi parental love, the nation made strong 
and the character of the race improved. This much 
is proven by the very fact that it is only the mouo- 
glunic natiooa of eartA that have made any sem- 
Mance towards civilization. The less eiviiization 
the grosser the sensuality. The hi|^«r the oiviliza- 
tiou the more retined, the more virtuous beemne the 
ptople. 

"^ust as tlie Christian heaven is fashioned upon 
d4sire so is the system of Freelove evolved from 
dteire. Its advocates are mostly of the masculme 
ginder, with a few females w ho ought to know bel- 
telr. The value oi bulk depends on the menial alU- 
tude of those professing to believe thercui, but the 
true value of any system is altogether dependent 
upon its praoticality, its possibility, and to capabil- 
ity to reunedy the wefect against which it is amed. 
TDat evils exist under the present marriage system, 
au admitted fact, is not the fault of the system, but 
of those who wilfully break through all legal and 
moral restraint, who do not hesitate to violate the 
moral code at every turn. 

One ol the principle errors committed by our 
irieud, O. 11. Stone, while he writes entertainingly 
and instructively, is to shoot all round the sub- 
ject, pick up the daws or faidto of others and cou- 
defun the Blade for them. Ue still insists thai the 
Bi|de derived its ideas anent divorce from the 
Bible and hangs to it with ail the old time aupersti- 
toi|. On the contrary it is the Blade's crtic, himself, 
who, in defending the conduct of Maxim Qorky 
argues for the Biblical method of divorce, which 
the Blade disputes. The Bible instructs a man, 

ply put her from him, provided he does not sell her 
luto slavery. This is preoisely what Gorky has 
done and this is where the Blada flnda fault with 
him. He has simply put his wife from him, did not 

sell her into slavery, of course, and immediately 
consorted with another woman. If our critic main- 
tains that Gorky has done right, he is the defender 
and upholder of the Bible divorce method which 
the Blade abhors. 

It is no answer to the Blade's condemnation of 
free love doctrmes to say that they are "simply a 
tlireadbare platitude." It does not even approach 
the dignity of being an answer. It is as absurd as 
inviting a hungry, man to feed upon a printed bill 
of tare. It suggests the old war made upon the 
w aves of the sea by Dame i'artington with her mop. 
Xor iloes our critic gain anything by the sugges- 
tion that the case of the State of Washington vs. 
Beelie is loaded. It may lie, and doubtless, is, but 
it is loaded in both barrels against the freelove sys- 
tem and contains a supercharge of buckshot. Beebe 
r e s e nt e d the freedom manifested in tha love affairs 
of hia intended vietim. Itmayba that Beebe would 
have committed a similar offense if convnced that 
he might not get caught. Yet he demanded and in- 
sisted at the point of a gun that his wife be better 
than he was or would be under similar conditions. 

for the moiiogamic principle in human socie- 
ty and its necessity to our moral well being, the 
Blade stands not alone in its views. That it is es- 
sential to human happness and virtue, that preser- 
vation of homan happiness built on parity of sex, is 
argoad by Parker H. Seroombe in a trenchant edit- 
orial in his "Tomorrow" Magasine. On this sab- 
ject he says: 

"The principle of monogamy, the bulwark and 
vitality of every land and people is being ignored 
and trampled in the dust by a large proportion of 
leading citizens." 

That monogamy is being "ignored and trampled 
in the dust," is bad enough, but freelove w-ould 
make a bad matter worse. If monogamy be. the 
"bulwai^ and vitality," of human happiness to 
"every land and people ,it follows as a logical se- 
quence that its antithesis, freelove, which must ine- 
vitably drop into polygamy and polyandry can b<> 
naught but the bulwark and vitality of vice. 

When friend Stone insists upon placing politics 
and love upon an equality, he debases the one with- 
ut elevating the other. Love being free the buck 
negro would have and must have the same right 
as others, and must be accorded the unchallenged 
privilege of paying court to the fairest daughters 
of America. Yet, argue as he may, it ia a sociologi' 
cal fact that tliere are thousands of men in this land 
today, married and supporting families, who never 
felt or experienced the holy flame of love, moved 
only by ilesire, married as a mere convenience, and 
would, were it not for the festraining influences of 
law and morals, desert their wives and babes only 
to become a John Henry at the first opportunity 
that offered. Failure to support a minor child ia a 
statutory offense in many states, and it shdnld be, 
subjecting the offender to penal punishment. These 



re evidences oi what woulU ensue it all r 
ere loosened and freelove become the f 
The pride of a nation ia in the strength, tha oonr. 
age and the uprightness of its men, its gloiy lies in 

tile purity and virtue of ito women. I'reelove, 
with ito unwholesome doctrines of promiaonity and 

plenty would destroy both. 

Reference to Uorky s greatness does not justify 
his conduct. Ue coiuniitted a wrong, as the Blade 
views it, by bringing with him to America a wo- 
man who was not and is not his wife. If he could 
thus bring one why not bring twenty / The differ- 
ence in number could not constitute a difference 
in prieiple. tie could liave "claimed" all aa hia 
wives and his "claim " ought to have determined 
the i.ssue, so the argument runs. 

i<iueiuve m the judgment of the Blade, ia an eril 
tree and can only bring forth evil fruit. A few bad 
and many bad men cannot irrevocably 
ociety, but freelove would ruin all. It would 
lake away the blush ol modesty from the cheeks of 

women and make of Uicm Helen of Troys. 
Freeelove would turn the lover's kiss to ashes on 
the lips of innocence, it would give license to men 
and bring only shame ad degradation to woman. 



The Blade expresses .the a 
ubscriber to the Kome book haa received the noob* 

oer of copies subscribed for and is pleased with tha 
mvcstment made. Should there be any who having 
uoscribed, have not yet received the book, it vriil 
be sent upon due notice bemg given to the office of 
the Blade. The edition is now almost run out and 
we urge upon those who desire a copy to send in 
their orders before they are all gone. We also de- 
sire to announce that if a auffioient number of oi^ 
ders for the book be sent in, we will print another 
edition, but this will altogether depend upon the 
demand. The book is fully worth the price aaksd 
and should be in every home in America. It makw 
a hundsoiue and valuable present to send to a friend 
and a dollar spent in this way ia never lost. 

WHATH 



Week after week the Blade has made appeala to ^ 
ite readers, ito friends and subscribers, that efforts 
made to increase ito cirotdation, at the same time 

:reasiug its revenue. In this we are not asking 
ior money to be given to uij^but we oiler the Blade 
' ei^ery iliJllar sent in lis a subscription. 
A few Have respwrnted nobly, but the great majority 
have failed to ueed our sup])iications. This, to us, 
is a distressing lucl, in inai iL retards the work of 
the Blade and prcvenUi auytiiiug like a substantial 
improvement wheh ail seem to ardently daair«i 

One of the resulto of our inability to giva the 
Blade a much needed personal attention oame di- 
.'ctly to hand. It lite the point admirably. A well 
known contributor sent in a bitter complaint be- 
uuse of errors in reading the proof upon his article 
vhieh made him appear to say something he did 
not intend lo say. ihis resulted from the fact that 
mpelied, from lack of suf- 
tieieut means, to turn his attention to other chan- 
nels of employment and nuiat neoeasarily leave 
some of the detaila of pubUoation to employes and 
tubordiuates who are not familiar with names and 
data necessarily connected with Freethought litera- 
tui-e. Could the Blade's editor give his sole and 
imdivided attention to the editing and publication, 
uch mistakes woulil not occur, the Blade could 
)e made lo present a far better appearance, its ed^ 
tonal Work show a considerable improvement, and 
every reader would be beuelitted thereby. 

As a matter of fact we are in daily receipt of let- 
ters of cougratidatiou iy>on each improvement aa 
we have already shown. Coidd our readers know 
that the entire work of editing the Blade is done 
at night when others are sleeping peacefully in 
their bi*ds, every day being spent upon labor in an- 
other ami diilerent direction, contributors would 
be less prone to criticise, or lind fault, and the won- 
der IS thai ue have succeeded so well, considering 
the dilliculties luider which we have to get the 
Blade out each week. Of course, it may ba said, 
we do not have to do this, that we oould drop tha 
Blade altogether, that we publish it because we are 
pleased lo do so. There is a great deal of truth in 
such an 
Blade, V 

For th'is 
>ney 



■nt, for we are pleased to publish the 
proud ot it as a Freethought mis- 
do not wish its suspension or death. 
,ve have contributed a large sum of 
;k to ])ublish it and contributed our 
time, labor, and the little tolent v. e possess to make 
it acceptable. Our supremo wish is to maks it am 
better, but to accomplish loeh a reanlt m moat ba 
accorded a better support than we are now reoeiv- 
iug. 

When we reflect upon the sacrifice we are making 
every day, the great handicap with which we are 
beset, it is not encouraging to receive such a chas- 
tising as tlu' one to which we have previously re- 
ferred. It lakes all the wind out of lus. 

What the Blade needs then is a better support. 
It has no endowment, no propaganda fund. With 
the proper support, flnaneially, tha editor aoald 
give his whole time and attention to the Blade and 
then think what that would mean. We have a plan 
to suggest. It is this. When sendiug in your re- 
newal send in%n extra dollar to have the paper 
sent to a friend for one year. Select one who is like- 
ly to become a subscriber. We can almost g 



(Contmnad on page four, flnt ooIobb). 



SUPPLEMENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

SYMPOSIUM ON ORGANIZATION 



RESPONDING TO THE INVITATION EXTENDED BY THE BLADE 
THAT THE SYMPOSIUM ON ORGANIZATION BE CONTINUED, A 
NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTIONS ON THIS IMPORTANT SUBJECT 
HAVE BEEN RECEIVED, SOME OF WHICH ARE GIVEN BELOW, 
OTHERS ARRIVING TOO LATE TO CATCH THIS ISSUE. THE 
TONS OP THB ARTIOLU» THB COMMCNT* MADE BYOUR RKAD- 
•INIRALLY, UPON THI ID«A« aiVKN. INDICATK THAT 
THK TOPIC IS OF ALMOST UNIVERSAL INTEREST AMONG PREE- 
THINKERS, AND BECAUSE OF THIS IT IS PROPOSED TO STILL 
KEEP OUR COLUMNS OPEN UNTIL ALL WHO WISH HAVE EX- 
PRESSED THEIR VIEWS. AS A SUPPLEMENT TO THE COLLEC- 
TION OF ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN OUR LAST ISSUE THE FOL. 
LOWINO ARE NOW GIVEN: 



l„„: 



MUgT HAVE A 80UD BA8I8T0 REST UPON 



THIN OROANUEATION AIION«l PRBBTHINKEM 

U.B. THIOLOtY MflTt UPON A PALSK POUNOATtON AND RB. 
PORMATION IS AT HAND. 



(Uj EMIL FREDERICK) I ite point hM jret toM& prtMBtad. I of 

11 is grailfving to note the Increas » •"SSeBtlon, but I herttate to pro- 
Ing spirit for a national organization | """nee li.e n.uci. hated word -Truth.' 
among Freethinker*. To create such ' ■''"^oliiio tniUi. W hat 

aa organization ttro very esf^entlai 



poinU will be secetMur upon which 
to tmlld a MUd fooBtetkm. First, ex- 
partoao* o( all togtaal sad damoiuitra- 
bl* teetc In every detail of any philo- 
MVhy that may adoptod as a basis 
of tha proposed oi-aniz^iUon, 

It la a tact iliai all i--n ..ihmiiers 
rttiaot Mipernatural revelatiuc, crea 



aU tbia ladlTidnal rMWonlnc com- 
pared with a worid of laperstitlon? 

Nothing! As long as we have no per- 
manent centrum from which to draw 
I lie collective evidences of science by 
which the novice can be held firmly 
and permanently to our principles, we 
are lil<e unto ocean waves, destroying 
the haven* of hope and leaving noth- 
Ing but rock waste in our path, 

Btmct Haeckel and others have pro- 
posed a set of locical theses as 
ever mii^t be able to conceive. 

But what U all this, when daily 
are confronted with the perplexing 
questions of an ever vigilant clergy, 
such as how do you know you are 
ritfit, , how do you knoir we are 
wronc^ how do you know the truth 
from a falsehood, and how do you 
dar» to denounce all clerical wisdom 
aoonmulated by divi ne .inspiration ? 
iAch are the questlbfcj UrOWff^ the 
facd of Freethinl<er8 and I know from 
personal < xpori« iico mat such ques- 
tions as a rult . and I nilnht say as 
a general nile will hush the average 
half backed Freethinker. 

Haaokel oOeni nwaistle phUoeophy. 
iBSwaoll dadaraa that ha doat know. 
He tells us why he is an agnostic, but 
oeither has given us definite points 
that might be laid down as a perman- 
ent philosophic ba>;e, nor would it sat- 
isfy the sagacity of modern critics. We 
oiiKlit and must flnu a way by which 
wo will be enabled to convince the 
most obstinate biggot and leave no 
room for idle argument. Man la by 
nature a doubter In his own race, and 
hm for the perpetual ImtervenUon of 
r priestcraft, he would be 



belnj;. 



He 



lid hax^ 



can wu distinguish a truth from a 
lalseho U. Truth is the result of sen- 
Blent experience such as seeing, hear- 
ing, feeline, tasting, and smelling. Let 
us see by what meaas wa can distin- 
guish a truth trani an error, if by 
religious faith or by rational experl- 
menL 1 have before me an apple. 



vill I 



,ell to giv. 



pinsslble wide scope In this matter and 
liivile our best talent to devise some 
wise plan of action, as on the gurress 
or failure of such an organization may 
depend our 'fature freedom against 
th< 



truths. All the truly gi 
«f humantt.x from Satan to the present 

time have been freethought people. 
Happiness can only be establiahed by 
secular scientlflc truths, cvoluted by 
a broad minded political system of 
love in all, for the liapi'in. ss m- all 
To hasten such a condition is siiiiplv 
to be consistent, educate, practiqe 
what you preach, and get it 
ivditlcally, as soon as the minds are 
broad enough they will be ripe enough 
to abolish priest craft and all Uke tak- 
er}-. These oondiUoBa eaanot exist 
anttl aftei the abollttoB of diurch and 
coinmerciaiism. 

I^iit few of the most ardent advo 



ORGANIZATION WOULO SURELY 

MULmV RATIONAL EFFaitTB 



EACH UNIT BROUGHT INTO THE FOLD GIVES I 

STRENGTH AND RATIONALISTS SHOULD BE AS RATIONAL ON 
THIS SUBJECT AS THEY ARE UPON OTHERS. 



AVERSE TO 

ORGANIZATION 



lliUK K 



ei-alism. Politically, it has now taken 
(he throne of respeot while mythoiogj 
Is the Tlctla of derision, all this has 
been accomiklished by the self reliant 
unorganized braves, their growth has 
I' ry. because self relying. I am satis 

lory, because self relyins, I am satis 

Freethinkers who Discard Authority i'"'' Proud of past and present 

tar TruUl and Take Truth Alone l'"l't'''al prospects, indi\blnally ac 

Par AuMiartty ear* nal far Organi- ^-""u'lisih (i withynt ciniicb preiis (n- 
satlen. 

itrained Ijy creeds or organi- 



all a 



tl!y DR. 



ruth, 1 



nature of their psychic siiii;Ui( i, are 
averse to organizations ami iiistiiu- 
tions, for they are binding In dagree 
and retard expanalon. Strons govem- 
ments, churdiea, oriaalsationa and In' 
Rtltutions, even more so in the 
l>ast than at present, are being 



simple 



I apiil 



u apple 
eiy Cln 



there id a beiug called a Uud, so there 
must be a Uod. Opposite to where 1 
write is a picture representing a tray 
laden with fruit Including apples. How 
do I know that the apples on the 
wall are not the same applets as the 
one before me? How do I know that 
the (iod of the Christllans is not the 
imagination of Insaue minds or a bona 
tide personal being. Below me is a 
star winch is commonly sailed the 
Sun. How do I know it Is the Sun, or 
bow do I know the moon is the mocmt 
1 hare here a^ teat kagr whMi I have 
used for years when I was in doubt 
as to truth or falsity of and religious 
claim. Now let me apply my key to 
the foregoing questions and the seem- 
ing Inaccessible mysteries will van 

it closely^ 1 see it, 1 Uisu it, l[ 
I iL 1 teel II aSh'^ iicani ii tiMt 
from the tree. Thus I have satisfied 
myself that it Is a real apple. The 
apple on the wall looks exactly like 
the one In my hands, I am perplexed 
ae to which to put in the oven to fry 
without making a mistake. Iiot us 
see sensient experience has taught me 
that apples grow upon trees and not 
upon canvass and to be real, I must 



by and in ac-cor lance 
■ of evolution froii the 
complex from the hom- 
oKenioiis to the heteogeneous, and 
from tlie Indefinite to the definite. AVe 
see this evolution going on In the 
church from the homogenious Catholic 
to tbe many Proteataat denomtne 
tlons, and the ladapandeaoe vi. thought 
In all the churches. We see the same 
dliterenilatlon going on in ;;o' 
spirit af;ainst 



it 1 



1 go c 



will be his own church and his 
governor. Only subservient slaves 
can be restricted to a strong church, 
stale, organization or InstUutloa. The 
tendency is towards dlSwentlaUon 
and heterosenlty, ret daflnlta Individ 



ualtty. We i 



1 are 



Wiiness the .Si)iritiialists, after they 
break with the cliiirchos, they cannot 
(x.mbine in any largo l»ody. Y<t there 
is a gre at unanl\iity m essental doc- 
f mft«<^' eiiy "ut 200,0J<> -yupn- 
latlon with 2000 BplrituallsU, and they 
are unable to snstalu a chunb, but 
have 20 amaU aoeietlea. The m«r 
norant and subservient the devotees 
of a religion, the stronger and mor 
raiiiiual the cliurcli. 1 lind that 1 



let 



• key 



iiiiiiiish 



works with the sun. I see it and thus 
api^, my sense of seelns. genslent ex. 
perience teaches ma that I oaa ta^ 

tbe heat thereof, for, while the part 

ur orb on which I happen to be 
at a given time is not turned luwaid 
the Sun it cools off and even fici 
In this case I applie,! iw., ut 
e«, seeing and feel in i^. i nmv 



iutionlsts. 



names given to Kr.' 
Infidels, rationalists, 
eral, deist and atheist, it would seem 
that atheist Is the worst misnomer 
for any Freethinker to adopt, as the 
very word atbelat praaupposea a be- 
lief In a (Thao) Ood. To ha definite 
In expression, atheist means, agaihst 
God. Now, how can I be against Mr. 
Smith unless I believe there Is a 
Smith. How can 1 be against 
emperor <jf the t nited States unh 
believe there is an emperor in this 
country. 

All Freethinkers are satisfied that 
for ages theology has rested on a 
lUaa fooadaUon. They also believe 
that tka era of reformation is close 
band. Science Is to take tbe place of 
orthodoxy. To accomplish tl 
must in the lirst place he able 
swer all scientific questi(jna that may 
have the least bearing on the Chris- 
tian bible. In the second place every 
FYeethinker ought to acquaint himself 
as much as possible with the Bktoreric 
philosophy of ancient writers. Third, 
he onaht to study the ChrisUan Bible 
aad compare verse for verse with 
scientific truth. Thus equipped we 
will be able to stand our ground 
any .-luergency. Take tho averace 
Kreethiiikor, when some text from the 
Bible is thrown in his path during 
some religious discussion he will nine 
tlmea ovt o( tan dls«dosa his ignor- 
Km with a sound 
r a fact, he will 

while tha feMdounly fixed mind will 
aa invariably consult bis Imaginary 
Ood. Alias the priest. As the liberal 
world has now arrived at a point — 
pivot upon which turn all tbe qu^ 
tlons pro aad eon aa to the basis upon 
whMi to baUd a suhataatlal aad per 
BMaaat ocuataarfcai. aad aa ao dwla* 



y attei 



u th<- 



llectlon of the Sunlight 1 can s( 
dim outline, but as 1 can feel no 
ceptlble heat at any time, I can apply 
the senee of seahw only. And now as 

at a last test, I busy myself In a God 

hunt. I look and listen but no God 



been 



able 



Uste him. 1 feel and sniff, but in vi 
There is ndtliinu to eveu suggest 
idea of his identity. Thought, the 
so-called sixth sense falls short of a 
clue as to his identity. Thought, the 
so-called sixth sense falls short of a 
clue as to his whereabout*. Having 
failed to find a Ood by senslent exper- 
ience or my test key, I declare Theism 
an Intentional, unpardonable, clerical 
fraud aiiii n commend my key as an 
instrument oi investigation that ma.N 
be instituted hereafter. 

As for the onanlsaUoa Itself. I tael 
to A sreat extent like Brother W. H. 
Kerr. As goon as tbe names Free- 
thinker, i-Htiona.isi, liberal, etc., are 



■thinkers in sociology or politics, 
iiwever desirable it may appear to 
have an organization, it Is not In the 
nature of things to have one. 

While "In Union there is strength." 
where physical foroa is neceaaaijr it Is 
questkmable whether or not It applii 
In the domain of mind. Herbert 
Silencer has had and is having more 

r ihe world than all i lie i . 
iif civilization, and Tolstoy is having 
more influence than the Czar and the 
strong Greek Church, and IngersoU 
bas bed and 1* having more Influence 
than the strons Roman church. 

xaere Is a tendency to individual 
freedom and along with it a sympathy 
for the whole and a feelinK and sense 



r inter 



ce of o 



the > 



as one p<r 



to kill tbe germ in the bud, such is my 
experience and doufitlaaa others 
have almilar reports; I haTa labored 
for years all single handed, and al- 
though there Is a marked change In 
favor of Freethought, I have not found 
a Single person that has the moral 
courage to openly declare himself or 
herselt a Freethinker. I am a mem- 
ler of the American Sc«ular Union 
nd National Liberal Party. The for- 
mer is doing some good work while 
the later la dead and burled. It is a 
noteworthy fact that awst organiza- 
tions linked together by a spell of en- 
thusiasm are as a ruie of short dura ' 
tlon. Till Church of Humanity of 
which Mr. \V. H. Kerr Ik the orlglna 
tor is the very embodiment of the 
principles peculiar to Freethought. It 
■oaa o( tha Boat ac- 



It is a good sign to see the differ 
enliation In religion and sociology. 
Along with it goea a sense of the 
right* of others with a sense of our 
own rights or a knowledge of the hiw 
•if equal freedom, of equity, of Justice. 
So let us help those who cam write 
and speak for freedom as our ablltty 
will permit, and save the expense 



GREW UP LIKE A 

SILENT SEED 



iVhlle Freeethought Leads In Work 
Of Reform Would Opposs Organ- 
izing iU Forces. The Reaaen 

Why. 

(By GEORGB LEESON) | 
As to Kreethought organization, I 



zation to squeese the mind into de- 
formitiea of creeda. I am willing to 
let well enough alone but will not 
op|)(>se the experiment of organization 

a iiliulonii may be made broad enough 
for hoih I'ret to stand on, but can It 
j^ive us ( volution room to move about 
at liberty for liberty, am. the destruc- 
tion of private church, state and com-' 
mercial tyranny. 

The cautious conservative timidity 
of the Blade's advocacy and agitation 
of the questloni of Liberal organization 
Is Indicative of the magnitude, impor 
tance, and mystery Involved In the 
question. Its intricacy increases to 
such density that my brain fails to 
fathom it to a satisfactory analysis 
of tile reBUllIng elTects of such a re- 
volution. Hence I trust some Blade 
writ • will give the analysis, demon 
. t rating the wisdom of organization or 
its rcjeotkm. 

I know what Individuals have ac- 
complished by self reliance, but I dare 
not venture an opinion on the results 
of untried organization. .Necessity i.- 
said to be the matter of Invention, 
hence with organization would no 
the present Individual workers la, 
down and relic on the organization 
and thus lose our primative purity 
Is not organization a half brother to 
church 
lilierty 

For flfty years I have watched scien- 
tific Impregnable evotutton drawing 
ignorar ' derision of church and state 
yranny 
■rtrtitjihi 

fields of progress, 'aking no backward 
step. This falls election will demon- 
strate Ihe focus of coming victory 
soon to perch on our banner of scien- 
tific, pollUcal and clv>i liberty. There 
are but two isauea to overoome. Baa- 
day law and private capital. The in- 
advertoncy of the aavocate of these 
Issues will destroy them. Catholics 
and protestanU can and will meet on 
common •ground on the Sunday ques- 
tion which Is fusion and fusion is 
failure, hecjiuse any law that Is not 
obeyed with a reasonable degree of 
alacrity is not a solutary law and must 
fail with tha insUtuttons that created 
It. 

Bryan wdH be the next capitalistic 
nominee for President and they will 
elect him, because they own hini. 

Roosevelt will be used to gratify 
the poor duped victims of party name, 
and diaw their votes from the social- 
ist. In this the RepuoHcaos will haul 
ju< the^ fusion victory same as tbey 
^ad In Cleveland's last term, only i 
will result In utterly destroying the 
and draw their votes from the Social 
admlnistralinii in 1912. All thli 
result from individual, scientific 
labor. The .ilsgusting Sunday law, 
fusion and the abolition of the Demo- 
craMc party. Had we not better let 
well enougli alone, or risk organise 
Uonr 

ONE WHO HCARTLY FAVORS IT. 

(By G. O. ROBERTS), 
im heartily In favor of organlza- 
in all cults vrades, etc, and I'm 
tbe Freethinkers could do so with 
adivantage in many ways. 

I am In favor of SUte local and Na- 
Uonal plan, as auggested already in 
the Blade. 

Life membership should be one dol- 
lar and at least half of that should be 
used to pay for an appropriate certifl- 
t such membership. No degrees 
1 be charged. .\'<> salaried of- 



(By D. WBBBTDR QROH) 

As ten horses pulling together or 
ten men lifting together can move 
ten times as greeat a weight as either 
one acting singly, so likewise organ- 
ized simultaaeoua cooperation would 
similarly multiply tbe eSeetiveuesa of 
Rationalists ' effort many thousand 
fold. United effort multiplies effec- 

uniis united. Union nuiltlpllee strength 
by the number of active unionists. 
Hence the power of churches, labor- 
unions, fraternities, secret societies, 
trusts, political partlee and govern-* 

RatkmalMs should therefore oer- 
lalnly be sufficiently rational (on this 

matter as well as others), to unite and 

vastly multiply their effect veness. And 
as their united power would Increase 



in < 



;act 1 



ith their 



bership, their organization name, plat 
form and objects should all be so 
broad, liberal and attractive as to at- 
tract all Just. InteUlgent, progressive 
thinkers and repel ncoa. 

A short expressive attractive name 
for such a union (eahltr spoken and 
printed) would be "Rationalists' Un- 
ion, " and its members c>otild be called 
• Ratidnal Unionists," the brief Inex- 
pinsive ■'U. II." on a liadge or other- 
wise standing for either. Are you 
R. U." 6Hght then become a popular 

Its Pistform Should be 
1. indtsputabia fact, fauttless logic, 
unadulterated reason, absoluta Justice 
and equal liberty in all things, espec- 
ially religion. 

2- To get these, "eqtuUly hear all 
Jidee," eqiecially In reIlgion> for, to 
deny opponents an equal hearing Is 
dishonest, unjust, tyrannical, 

cate ii, supplant truth instead and pro- 
mote real progress. Only error, in- 
just ice and sapentltlOD, fear. erltJoism 
which promotes Justice, truth and lib- 
erty. 

Aa no orgaalsatlon can exist without 
money, the sloewa of' war, this should 

be obtained through membership fees, 

which, to be within the reach of all, 
should be small, say 25 ctnts per year 
for a^ociate membership, 50 cents for 
regular niember.sliip, |l ^for active 
membership, $5.00 for aggressive 
membership and $10.00, for honorary 
membership, besides which voluntary 
coDtrlbutlous would be quite accep- 
table alwiBjn. 

Uke in Mtock oomvaiUMt, voflng 
power should be somewhat propor- 
tionate to iinancial and literary in- 

As many of its members being so 
widely scattered, could not spare the 
time and money to attend yearly con- 
ventions or even local meetings, per- 
haps a thoroughly Ratlonalistio organ 
Ization on the plan oc the American 
Press Writers' Asandatten with the 
Blade as ita nMmihpieoe or organ, 
whsrein would be published targets 



Instead of throi 



Hence RaUonallstlc n 
ganda seems to me the very beat poa- 

slble method 

IN FAVOROF 

ORGANIZATION 

We Should Formulate TextBooks for 



let ta Ohrialendam. 



(By N. L.. CLARKE). 
1 am glad to see such a Uvaly inter- 
est taken la tha BlaSa upoa tha aob- 
ject of OrsaalaaUoa of the Frea- 

ihiukers and would like to have my 



■njcj 



write t 



the 



l-ITeets of St 
ws of the o 



thought is and ever has be< n the onl.\ 
true and Intelligent leader of reform. 
IU fast growth. Uka a silent aead 
without organisation haa been Ir- 
resiatable as tha motkm of tha earth 
Because its foundations is self evident 
truth, scientific Justice, equity ts. 
blind delusive plantoms of faith per- 
ated by false fictions fertilized by 
itii -iiaiiee. While I favor oiganizatlon ' 

an . ypwlment, I have not the cm-, July 22ad. for the big AmUS head 
lid. nci. in its success that 1 would base ball 
have In a national institution of learn- 1 partleulara. 
lag. strictly seealar a west polat oC • W. 0. 

eadaU to haeouaa taaebei* of lelMtMg 



.^atiie to be raised by contribution of 
those who are willing and could afford 
sane. AU FreetUakara abovld ba a» 
rolled, as union la <saireahia, AUwho 
ara not orthodox and led by sky plIoU. 

DOUBLE HEADER 
The ()nasa & Crescent Route will 



would answer ail purposes, 
ing on matters of Interest could be 
done by members sendhig in their 
votes on slgnedi postal cards. 

The main good erf a Rationalistic as- 
sociation would anyway consist in the 
amount of Rationalistic argument It 
could Inject Into the common dally 
and weekly pap. rs, that the majority 
read, throUKh letters to the editors 
thereof, lor thus we can reach the 
masses much more thoroughly ef- 
feoUrely and cheaply than by lectures, 
which naiiy woaM iot attend any way 
and which few Sationalist have the 
time, money and persecution, enduring 
spirit to plan and push to success In 
their own communities. 

Letter writing can be done at leis- 
ure while everything else must be 
put off to attend meetings, so the for- 
mer now seems a much better mode 
of propaganda, especially if, through 
co-operation, many Batloaaiistic let- 
ters are simultaneously sent an editor 
from varioua parts of the United 
States, commenting on something he 
previously printed, as he then feels Im- 
l)elled to print one or more of the bes 
hem, if simply to show what wid. 
spread interest his previous article 
elicited. 

Hince the Press Writers have In- 
duced so many> editors to print letters 
from their raa d a ra on all other sub 
leeta, they ara getting more liberal In 
printing criticism of religion. If care 
fully worded to show no bitterness 
toward Christians. So, by asking 
Ix.iiit.Ml (luestlons, as If honestly de- 
siring information, many Rationalis 
tic Ideas can he introduced that wUl 
set readera thinking and prepan t 
latM* to read the Blade aad c 

laaat Blaa ttMte oC tha OM 
slMi I kaov baeona ■» by readiM> 



humiliatiuu caused by 
nuiiug or allowing his 
to Sunday School and 
learuiug lo worship a dead Jew. 

To Mr. Kerr I would ask In our prea 
ent condition - What shaU wa do not 
to be saved." but for a plaoe tor our 
wives and daughters to show their 
new hats and dresses and young wld- 

-MPA 11 the i-'reetliinlv.is will call a 
nieet.ng having tor lis purpose that 
of formulating some text books tor the 
use In Bundajr Bchoola of Freethought 
and the esUbllshlng of aaoie la areqr 
community, vllage and tha education 
of young men and women, for the 
service of the Lord of R eaaoi ^ laatead 
of the (iod of myths, we wlU think and 
not till then SI l ike in tbo right dlrSO- 
I...U. iheie is iiieiii.v of meu. Tsa I 
liari' say women loo, that are laady to 
til row down the gauntlet to tha tSirls- 
tian world and batUa for tbe Lord of 
Reason if they had tha aasuianca of 
a strong financial association to back 
them up In their efforts to enthrone 
truth and reason. 

Our locturei-B tk own in duirch us 
missionaries) having the luead and 
butter queatlcm settle! they are ready 
to go forth to do battle especially the 
women tha hi^ ot\he country. 

Yes organise aad bsSK tbST*BC 
ization with laatltiUhma of iMunlng 
that will prepare tha mlads of Ito stu- 
uents with the knowledge and learn 
lag that they will be able tx) show 
from a .seieniitic staiuipoint that we 
are right. 

Instead of a platform which sounds 
to much like politics, formulate a 
code of moral laws for all who wish 
to become members to subscribe to 
and a pledige that such wjll be taught 
and practiced by all of Its mambaia 
aad when as many aa ten or more in a 
community comes together and wish 
to join, let the national or state organ- 
i.ation issue a charter for .same. The 
I en iiieiiiljers an- then a body and 
can hold Sunday Scliools and be pro- 
tect, d by law from the hired hoodlums 
of Christian organization who wwild 
doings .s, ,.K i„ disturb their meetings. 

The lesson should be divided bito 
several chidtes and made sintple so as 
to attract the young children's minds 
teach them the science of 



growth. 

.lust so long as Fnvthoughl allows 
the .young minds to uo stutTed with 
the old Ideas of "who made you and 
wno was tbe first maa and all such 
tomy-rot. Just that long wa wfll coa- 
tinue to grapple with Ignoraaea and 
superstition With no degree of soo- 
cess or hope, 

\\'ith an organlzatton having for its 
putihiMo as above with lU memjbers 
fei ling their duty to contribute as 11b- 
erail.\ lo its support as they have to 
the Christian organization I am sure 
it will succeed and socm become a 
power in the land. If every member 
would go to his Christlaa friend and 
say to him here is my organisation, 
read Its objects and In as much as 1 
have been supi)ortlng your institutions 
all the days of my life, now 1 have one 
that I ask your supiwrt not to the ex- 



givt 



1(1 ( 



you 



, but 



Hirth, With that 

we could soon endow weveral insti- 
tirttoas of learalag aad pot Laeturers 
(Preachara) ti^ every clfaaa aad every 
tongue. 



ONE FARE 



>r the Round Trip to the Fair at 
Georgetown. Ky. Via Queen A 
Crescent Route July 24tli, 
2Sth. 2eth and 27th Oaod 

Returning July «. Dan^ 
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CAN FREETHINKERS 
STAYOMAWZED? 



J Thtir Ability 
To OM THtUnr, antf If They 
MmhM Pall no Harm la Done. 



cannot daotda what U. Aw«r irlU 

anthropological rraearch. A white 

God, a white Aflam, and a whito Jesus 



olal or raoa body. 




Devi 



(Br J. B. 
Can PrMthlBkera oraaatseT Wliy of 
course; why not; but whether or not 

thoy ran organize ami make II a per- 

innru'ni siiccss and slay orK'anlzud 

Itiit what It thoy should ultimately 
tall In accoinpllBhlng everything hu i 
man has ever accomplished, but par- : 
Hal success and Cnilure Is the history 
of evolution, tbe death of every plant 



who 



Now if U) 
loiiR to leave a laudalile rec<jrd to pos- 
terlly would poslpoue the prrsecution 
ot a polygamouti tienator and turn 
their attention to a tale of cruelty 
that transcends the tarroni of the in- 
quisition, they might auoceed In mak- 
ing the society for the prevention of 
cruelty to (humauj animals Boniethlnn 
iiiurr lliiin a name. A French prisoner 



Brerr af- 



oif the anooaedins yiant 
fort developa atnagtk. 

Every failnre Is an affort from 
which we can not h^ learn. 

I would! therefore nria organlsa- 

Now while I feel my incompetence 
I wduld hep to make a few sugges- 

As for the main struoture of the 
I there most ot oourse be 
'ganlntlon part ot 

whose duty It shonid be to oreanize 

state oPKanizatlons whose duty In turn 



. Sriiools. 

Man is a social heint; and ko 
church and elsewhefre to assoclatt- 
with bis fellows. Now the church 
people kmnr this and take advantage 
of It, and why shotild not we. At 
day School, I would Instruct the 

fundamental principles of sciinr 



; to be b 



> Devi 



; Is 



land, w U. re Ureyfr.s iviis lield, there to 
Hpi tid the remainder of liis days. An 
Iron cal<i' is to be riveted about his 
neck, lilb bands extending through the 
sides and the whole aependlnc to the 



fact 



atisoliii.. coiiforniily with fixed and in- 
exoralile law, not approximately, but 
as nicely and exactly a» two times 
two are four or three times three are 
nlne^ and ones Impressed with these 
facts their faith In miracles and the 
supernatural would soon die a natur- 
al death. 

Then we should discuss all moral 
questions Ineludlnfr |M)litlC8. 

Kor thus tar I'hrlslllan bclleiters 

alliy (lilt side ih,. church and this is 
a great obstacle In the way of a 
great many people In drifting away 
from tbe superatltimia part of Ubie 
teaching, but of these people can be 
Impreased with the fact that morality 
is publio property and not church 
^rty tbey would yieU. Then 
Itecture at each ses- 
sion either by a reaidflat or other 

spe aker could haTa 1^ etmlt same as 
clergy and lecture for half dozen so 
cletles. 

Then e««ry, olty, town and Tillage 




ate or In conjunction with other book 
store, a store where shotild be kept a 
full line of literature and the keeper 
should take subscriptions and keep for 
sale the frt^MhoUKht papers. 



column to the discussion of religious 
and freothought snbjecta generally. 
This would alway* eom* betora the 

reader unsought and while tbe free- 
thought papers are read only by thes • 

who .seek them which is almost ex- 
clusively freelhlnklng. 

Beside the propaganda wo should 
renew our fljjht aKninat union of 
church and stat,' for the church is ag- 
Kresivo and eternal vif;ilenoe is the 
price of safety. There has not been 
much done aloris this line since th<J 
<leath of S. I'. Putnam. 



apparatna aaA tha vlotla oaa ooljr hob- 
ble painfully about and cannot lie 

down at all. His clothes are not to be 
changed, but wear oft from him and ' Xot 
the sooner the French government 
can succeed In "sending his spirit to 
the Ood who gave it," the greater the 
favor they expect to confer on God. 

Now I'm not a mandlln senUmenU- a-udal sy 
list about criminals, though I thinkl^f 
they are oCtea mora ainnad against |,,,^ 

k sinning; that the ayatem and!,,,.^ were"^ 
circumstances produce them. But I do ^^.^^ 
est againet such fiendish brutality ,,|.,;,||„.ti(j, 
ther perpetratid by Individual or ,„a,.iii,iG 
by Koverninental sanction. The ac- 
count stales that the wrecking of the 
American Express office In Paris was 
the occasion for this savage sentence 
and who knows but that American In- 
fluence has had something to do with 
this monstrous outrage. 

I make no pratenaa ot sngcealing 
methods of punishment but It seems 
to me that confinement on Devil's Is- 



:iv.\ tr) tl,,. T.utter- 
man-llnnu s' rontrov. , .y, thai though 
land can t safely l,<. ali<natod, It Is 
by no means the coiiirolUng factor In 
wealth productlan today. Neither Is 
there anything to show that siagh 
is in any way In line with Induatrial 
evolution, while everytUng polnta to 
the fact that Socialism is. Brery 
trust, every Improvement of the ma- 
chine poinU the linger of fate to So- 
li land were the controlling factor, 
(III n the larmer should be able to die 
late terms to the railroad trust and 
say: "You take what I choose to give 
}-ou for nanUng my prodnoce to mark- 
et." The stockralaer would aay: "I 
will pay you so much per car for trans- 
porting my stock, take it or leave It!" 
And to the beef trust: "This Is my 
price, pay it, or no beet tor you ! " 
these proud land owners do It? 
bit of it, the exact reverse is 



Kuudamenl&Usm and serfdom are 
hings of the past, tot ua ba thankful 
for that, at any nf, and with tha 
item pasaed, the supremacy 

wealth production. During 

1 afc'u I he great land ( 
the douiiiiunL cla.-,s liee; 



that I 

exponenta of machine prodoctlon— are 

In full control of the powers that be, 
neither is there the slightest doubt but 
that Uiey will continue to control so 
long as they are left in undisturbed 
possession of these perfected Instru 



this ownership that they are suit of preaching or talking. want It bad, but can not Uke oar* Of 

In a poaltlon to force the workers to! That Lincoln. Ingersoll and Beech- ''""'^s for most of my life has bean 
take less than -lie full social value of t all ■ rn w ' not even having moth- 
thelr product in relurn for their lab- .is in their childhood to say " 

But as the Uible says, "everything That all the preachers in the world ■ 



worketh together for 
only that which is beneHcUl to th* 
race can long survivw. So It Is with 
capitalism. 

The 0(M>penUiT« Caatura ct th* 
great trust will annrlT* tmi *valv« ta- 



DESPOTISM NOT 
A FORGEFOR GOOD 

The Principles that Malte Beat for 
Civillution and an Cxpoaura of 
HMla and Pall*. 



H. SERCOMBIS) 
1 he following is reproduced from 
Tomorrow" Magazine by permission i pi^ 



are wasUng their time and ahonld 
go to work shoulder to shoulder with 
their foilowera and acquire ladutry 
laltiaUve and origlnalltr and tha Lord 
of HosU will taka oar* of th* rwt as 
h* did long botor* pr«Mh«rs war* la- 
vented. 

That my l 

>' :i' h Preachers to piao* laor* faith 
• I II list in Uodand leaa la their owa 
preaching. 

That our race depaada npoa 
monogamie ayatam in order to 
serve Ita energy, Titality aad «I«aaII- 
aesa. 

That if it Is neoeoeary to 
ma and doetrlaa la order ( 

the institution of monogamy It Is our 

duty to do 



ri^;hi 



itlon 



of the I 



ithor: 



things. I do not bring you a 
story ot babbling childhood nor a bab- 
bUng preachment ot old age, but in 
he Sower ot my atraagth and latal> 
ect I offer a sure and natural method 
f character building which ere long 

The world misjudges me at present 
•lit not more than you tnisjinls;e and 
:ii.sinterpr..i ilic world. 

:lenis, oMiaci.-iii and auiiiH.wd.i hav- 
ing now been pursued by the church 
, thousand' years, and having pro- 
duced nothing batter thaa nalvvraal 
graft, dlsbonecty, hypocrisy, with a 
/ery high percentage ot adultery, row- 
lyism and open theft It Is high time 
hat the Conservators of Public Mor- 
als should look about them for a more 



sh< cp are vi?etarlans. 
IT the Declaration ot Inde- 
(K iiii. iice this vital principle can only 
he preserved in the form Of VOLUN- 
TAKV MONOGAMY without external 
despotism coercion or ostiaciam. 

That a free paopto cannot be forced 
Into monogamy by decree of Church 



• Stat 

That the word "illegitii 



a child 



appli 



Th 



ot wealth production. It Is per- encouraging 



the J 



of c 



the dark ag s and is certainly a rein 
iiant of the religious rule from which 
France has so recently escaped. 

The French people have made rapid 
progreas during the past few years 
In throwing off the yoke oC tha church 
and only time is required for them to 



are we going to do about it? 



WHY AND WHERE- 
FORE OF SOCIALISM 



strong Argument In Favor of the Col- 
IsetlviatP rineipla in our Ameri- 
can Polltleal •yslam. 



(Hy O. II. STONICI . 
As the eolumn.s of the Hlade are 
opeu for discussion of economics, 1 
shall avail iny«elf ot the opportunity 
to suhiiiii to its readers a few reasons 
why 1 think Socialism wUl naturally 
and necessarily evolve out of Capital- 



THE COLOR OF 

ADAM'S SKIN 

To What Race Did Our Alleged Ances 
tor Belong? Pertinent Discussion. 
Devll'a laland Daaartar. 

(By HARRIBT M. CU>SZ). 

The PrMrtiyterlaa convention which 
receatly convened In Des Moines, 
Iowa, oloaed ita deliberation too soon 
to decide on the authenticity of our 
ancestral Parchtnents. It is now de- 
clared that Adam was a faiicasian 
um-<'r, I mean an Kiliiopiau. To be 
sure Adam has run the gauntlet ot 
races from a Chinaman to an Indian, a 
FIJI Islander, back to tha preferred 
pale-face and no scientist with serene 
assurance shall shake our determlna- 
tlun to hold on to the white man. 

Any one wishing to afnilate with a 
negro progenitor should have the ex- 
perience of a delegate to the above 



Of th* difforaat adMola ot eooao- 

mics, the advocates of Socialism seem 

to be the only ones who thoroughly 
appreciate the fact that we are living 
in an age of macUino production and 
that every economic tendency is to- 
wards making it still more so. The 
Socialist recognizes the fact that so- 
cial systems change slowly but surely, 
so as to correspond with the changes 
In wealth produotioa aad *•' a conse- 
quence cannot be put OB offhand like 
a ready made garment That better 
social conditions are not brought 
about because of an ail pervading th, 

kinilred sentiments, but throUKli sheer th, 
economic necessity. Yet notwith sel 
standing this, such is tlie eternal tit- lifi 
ness of things that only In so far as 
the forward step will bring us nearer 
into Una with tbe gnat principle of 
Juatloe,'can w« hope tor any laating 
improvem«nt in our condition. This Is 
because what Is of benefit to society 
will ar.d must survive. wUilr that 



fectly plain then, that In order to 
emancipate themselves the workers 
must lake possession ot these tools of 

l-utiermau s stateiueut' about the 
cause of hard times is all that could 
be deeired. It is perfectly true that 
hard times now-a-days are not caused 
by failure of crops or by our Inability 
to produce enough for all, the ware 
houaes are fuU to OTartewlac when 
these periodical paaiea oooar. but as 
the workera are paid only tor a small 
part ot what they produce, they can 
buy back only a small part and hence 
the scramble tor new markets on the 
part of the employers. But even mark- 
ets have their limits and they are 
eventually forced to cloee down. It 
matters not iu (he least whether the 
workers have anything to live on or 
not. becana* th* owner* of the ma 
chlnery ot pnduetloa oaa- employ 
them only whaa th«y can make profit 
on their labor. 

This stae of things, surplus on one 
hand and want on the other, will ex- 
ist until the toll millions wake up to 
the fact that they themselves must 
be the owners of the means whereby 
they make their living. As to Lutter- 
man's remedy, I hardly think that It Is 
the best possible, unleaa he would be 
willing to tax the capiUllsts a hun- 
dred centa on the dollar? Since pri- 
vate ownership of the means of pro- 
dnetion and dlstrlbutlm is the oanaa 
of hard timea^ aa he too aeems to rec- 
ognize, collective ownership therefore 
naturally suggests Itself as the proper 
remedy. Cause, private ownership of 
the thin^is that all must have access 
to in order to live; cure, collective 
ownership of these things. 

Many people are so terribly afraid 
that Socialism will do away with that 
dear old comftotltlon. The ruth about 
the matter is that oompetlUon by Ita 
very nature is bound to evolve into co- 
operation. Given a oompetiUve sys- 
cooperatlon follows as the night 
lay. Competition has forced Its 
votaries to coiublne or be devoured by 
the object of their adoration, but as 
self preservatton Is the first law of 
life, they have naturally ohoaen to do 
the devouring themselves by combin- 
ing. So it has been all the way up 
to th* present One combination more 
powerful than another until today we 
have this combination of corporations 



Judged by rewuifs, the pr.vailiim 
method ot teaching hon. siy and nioi 
allty is a failure; and having decided 
under .the Utle ot "Chicago's Cave 
i>wellers" to place the record (d this 
failure In the hands ot the public with 
full and convincing proof, 1 deem it 
expedient, before doing so, to address 
you as follows: 



I vice 



llEKl) whetJier Christian 
.Sfi, iKc iir Socialiem Is an eternal de- 
II in. . lit to iiroKress and prevents its 
(iev( ii. es from making use ot the lat- 
est acquired knowledge. 

fhat all knowledge la th* rsault of 
axperlmea'atkm aad he who standa In 
the way ot experimentation is an ene- 
my to progress. 

That rowdyism, adultery, graft, 
drunkenness and every form of vice 
IS on the rapid Increase. 

That it is Itnposaible to bring up 
child to be honest or moral In Chica- 
go. 

That those who are Intereated will 
start immediately, forming group* aad 
setUemraU mad* up ot higft mladed. 

Industrious people away from oltiea, 

where those who really have an inter- 
est in their children may let them 
manhood and w< 



! entirely to another 



lution, is ui 
i.f forces. 

Primitive maa w*! 
self gu.danoe made more rapid pro- 
gress than we. In tact, our solicitude 
has ever been a detriment and hln- 



aml fit for the "brotherhood ot 

way described by Jesus and as outlined by 

tiir iferber* 8p«noer, KurogatUa, Walt 

v o Whitman and Bdward Carpenter. 



I l)a\e taken the Blade four 
years and have received it at a graat 
many places. I appreciate the Blad* 
since you have been at the Halm aa 
highly as any of your readers, aad It 
Is a mystery to me how yon coold t*- 



ton." so to speak, I think it is no detrf 

ment to the paper to permit the dis- 
cussion of social and pcditical ques- 
tions for all rationalisis should lake 
an Inter. -I in .-iich matters and try 
to inform tliemselves so they can vote 
Intelligently.— WILSON IVK8. 

Wants Another Copy. 
Marshall, Oklahoma, Jas B. Hn^e* 
—The book, "A Trip to Rome," hy 
Dr. Wilson, at hand aad 1 hare spent 

the most ot my time in reading It It 
is good. It is the best I ever read. 
Send ni.. another for a friend. In- 
closed find anothir JI.U" P. O. Order, 
I intcncl io he away from home for the 
ne.\t (ive or six months and soon my 
time on the Blade expires, stop It a* 
I cannot get it, I think It is up now 
it I knew of anybody that I could 
send it to I would do so, but I doat 
Send the book to & F. WattSk Mar- 
ball, Oklahoma.— T. J. PRINCflL 



Those who have been able to com- 
etely direct th. mselves undi r the 

/... the royalty and nobility of Eu- 
rope, have invariably become degener- 



Why Mute and inglorious? . 

Gutherle, Oklahoma. Bro. Hughes — 
enclose M. O. for $1.00 please credit 
enewal to .Tune itinr, if [ haii a.-it:)T^ 
nanent resldeiice, 1 would c. rtainlv 



ANNUALLY PCMON. 

ALLY 

NIAGARA rALLS 
EXCURSION 

Via 

CH.&D. 

In Connection With the 

P.M. WABASH R.R. 

SATURDAY, JULY 28, 1906. 

$7.00 ROUND TMP 

FROM ClfNUNNATI 

TICKETS GOOD 12 

U.WS UETUH.NING. 

Tickets good guin-; and r. turning all 
rail or at the option of passengers will 
be honored in either direction between 
Detroit and Buffalo on tbe D. & B. 
Steamship Company s boats. 

For folder containing genoral Infor- 
mation regarding time of tratau, lat** 
etc., cal OB aay C. H. * O. Agaat or 
address. 

W. B. CALLOWAY, 
General Pa ssenger Ag*wt 

CfNCTNNATIJ 61 '" 



It Is the UPB FORCE that makes 
civilization. 

While a docile and enslaved race 
may be controlled and exploited by 
preaching to them a set of command- 
ments, rules and regulations, this 
naive form ot depotism la entirely out 
of harmony with contemporary) Ideals 
of democracy and eqnal(ty.' Therefore 
I declare: 

Tliat deapotlsm has aever beea a 
force for good. 

That the Declaratton of Ind^wn- 
dence Is an inspired document. 

That brotherhood as Uught by Jes- 
us implies Individaal freedom, equal- 
ity and pure democracy. 

That the inter-relatlonship and in- 
ter-dependence of all ntankind as 
taught by Herbert Spencer Implies 
freedom, independence and pure de- 
mocracy. 

That th* indoolT* m*thad of brinr 

ing out th* individuality of the child 

as taught by Froebel and Pestalozzi is 
a niovement toward freedom, eiiuaiity 
and pure democracy. 

That all the Ideals ot kingscraft and 
priestcraft were lalUated to control ilzj^'fjls., jn.50;' . 
slaves, are only flt for Slaves and adj., $18. "Riversid. 
must ever be without eflegt upon a 25-year case. $1 
free people. 



NOTE REDUCTIONS. 
Hampden: 18 size. "Special R. 
Way," 2S jls.. 126.00; "New R,.Way.' 
23 Jls., 124; Deuber Watch Ca, 21 jls. 
»17; same 17 Jls., $14. 

Elgin: "Veritas," 23 Jls., $2», 
"Father Time." 21 Jls $22.60; "B. W 
Raymond," 19 Jls., $20; "B. W. Ray 
mond," 17 Jls., $18.50. 

Waltham: "Vanguard," 23 Jls., $29: 
"Crescent Street," 21 Jls., $22.60: "Ap 
pleton. Tracey 4k Co~, Premier." 17 
Jls.. tUM: same, not Tramier," |1<. 

The above guaranteed to pais R. 
Way Inspectors. 

Sundries: Waltham P. S. Bart 

lett," or Elgin "Wheeler," 17 Jls., ad 
Justed, nickel, $9; same, gilt, »7; samf 
Hampden, nickel $8.00; same, not ad 
Justed $7 Elgin, Waltham or Hamp 
den, nickel, 15 Jls., $6; Elgin or Wal 
tham nickel, non catchable hair spring 
7 jls.. $5; Hampden 7 Jls., gilt $4.50; 
"Standard" or ' Century," 7 jls., $3. 

Al the above In 2, 3 or 4-ounce sll 
verlne caae, prepaid. In allvar, or gold 
filled, screw case, accompanied by 
manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years, $3, or in hunting case. $6 
more. In 25 year screw eaae, $6. or Is 
huuting cas* 9$M mot* than la sU- 
Tariae cas*. la mM4 gald cai*^ fio 



LADIK8' GOLD WATCHKS. 
Large (6) size Blgia, Waltham or 
Hampden, 20-year gold filled, lataat 
style, artlsUc hand-chased, 7 Jls., $»; 
16 Jls., $11; 16 Jls.. adj.. $16; small (• 
■ ' " " ,, $15: 16 Jls. 

xtra fine, $24 
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li to be a nagro aad 

was listed as the guest of a colored 

brother in Des Moines. Arriving after 
, ho was escoried to his quart 
I daylight arrived ht 



.sei ni lo have stood the tost ot time Is 
tliat of iLssixjiating for protection and 

pb^asure. 

We are so interdependent that no 
one can do anything that will not in 
some manner act or react upon the 

whole of society; and as good acts 
con't help but have a good influence 
and bad acls the oyiH).<«ite. it becomes 
a natter of .felf-lnterest to deal Ju,«t- 
ly with our fellow man. Therefore 
when the Socialist speaks about tbe 
brotherhood of man, he does not do 
so because of any sickly sentimental- 
ity, but because he knows that It is 
founded OB th* sdaatlflo hacto of atU- 
taitaraat Ha sea* that ao toag as aay 
part of the social organism suffler. 
no part can be whollv well. We all 
part of th 
ily is s, rUiiisly affected It will 



rioeialist si I's with jo\ that things be- 
come trusiiiie.l. because during this 
process the capitalist is slowly but 
surely ellnklnating htmaelt Whll* for- 
merly he used to manage hi* buaiaess 
he is now to a great •st*nt simply a 
dividend Uker. AU theae big concerns 
are stock companies, and are operated 
with hired help from the president 
down, hence the capitalist Is becoming 
a useless meiiiher of society and as a 
roiise<iin-i:ee will lie discarded. If the 
workers can operate the industiies tor 
the capitalist, they can certainly do it 
for themselTS*. 

It is not a queatlon ot whether we 
shall hav* the truat— the trust Is as 
Inovltable as the law of gravitation— 
but tbe question is, shall we own the 
trust or shall the trust own us? This 
Is the problem that must be solved in 
orkln 



... .... solid 

gold case, $10 to $60 more. Latter 

That th. ^ ^ ^„ , with diamonds, all in plush box, pre- 

That the preaeot relga of erime and paid, with guarantee, 
vice in this couatry is aooonnted for Send for prices ot Watches not list 
iiy the effort of the Oonserrators of Jewelry, Rings. Silver and Plated 
Public .Morals ,o enforce .«l-slble Optica. ^^^^^^^^ Tract, 

fvsi. ins (miy fit for dominated races. oTTO VmTBTmt 

That criminals and wrongdoers are " ~ " " 

victims and not culprits. 

That all efforts to stop graft by 
despotic methods will be a failure. 

That all effort to stop drunkenness 
by despotic methods will be a failure. 

That all ettorta to pr*T*Bt adattanr 
by preachtaig or aajp othar ferm ot 
despotism will be a failure. 

Th:it industry is EVKRYTHINT. 




(aini-.| iiiii. r.u ,:.icile and enslaved 
races b> ih.' d. .-iiiotlsni of the present 
marri:i>;i ~>>tein, a free people will 
not and do mu .submit to the dicta- 
tion ot tyrannical authoritlea In their 
love and aex relations. 

That proper iasUtutloas ot charac- 
ter culture should take the place of all 
the forms of despotic attempts to con- 



dark, he was escorted to his quarters i<nnw thnt wh. n any part of the hu- mirst do the runrinK j'"'"' affairs of Individuals, 

but when daylight arrived he found i,„i,iy s,.riously affected It will | Production is alreadv to a gr. at ex- """-'^^ t^H.XRACTKK is all 

himself not only domiciled with the | if not remedied soon throw the entire j tent co-operative, but 'the beneiit ac- "^^ '* "e^*!*^ '""der to do away 
dark-browB brother, but anaooaoad Ucruotnr* mor* or lea* out ot eqaill- cndaf fhm this aoas oalr to thoa* crime* of our apodi. 

with a hvtagr h**Ml9v. ii.^ »a> uw «... ^ L^^ ^ ^1,^ ^^1, „j That good character I* th* rMatt 

' ■ l*( BDOd MTlraamant aad aot tha i» 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 
OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

QOO, BATAN AND HOLY aHOBT AM NOTHWM BUT eMATMIM OT 
nonON. HIAVIN AND HILL ARB ONLY MVTHl^ 0OII> 
•ClOU* Lira !• IXTtNOUIWID AT DIATH. 

The Church of Humanity t«aeh«a the** groat dlscoveriea through Ita 
orgaa, "The Truth About Ood," whlA it publiahea monthly, and Ito aehool. 
"Th* Central Kansas Business OoUege," which teaches stenography. Type- 
writing, Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic P*nmanablp, and SpalUag; 
aad "^e Truth About God" la a ganoral eours* ot study giver, by th* t*» 
porary Intoraatioaal laatnwtor tar th* ehvr«h. 

Th* Ohufth kaa IM LOT MUBWUIL It waats tOO mor* to fiamaUr 
organise and ineorpont*. Th* first thouaaad momhws will b* th* luaartara 
and organisers of th* CITDRCH OF HUMANITT. 

It you hav* loved ones you wish rescued from the idolatry ct wenMp- 
ing a dead man aamad Jesus aai! a myth named Ood, you ahould Join thta 



by tsachlac Oun Th* Trath Ahoat Ood. 
Write to W. ■. KBRlL mo Breadwajr, Ovwt ■««. Ka, flar HMk m 
mmM» for nalWiiH lBiDwi»|nB ahoal tf wiHsg*. aad gii m mSi 
htm i«an* sahaartjUui. t* th* tSDTS ABODTOOL* O* II mm^ 
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Editorial 

(Oontinued from page one). 



tea that at the eud of the ^ ear he will become » 
penaaiWIlt aubscnber oo his ur iier o%vii uei ouut 
and in thia way tliu lilade cau be made lo lielp it- 
aeil^ at the aame time placiug it before a larger 
noiuber of readers every year. 

11 you feel that such a plan would succeed, kindly 
BwntioD ia your letter that the extra dollar ia aant 
to eany out this nuggeation and at the aid of the 
year, tw ginniiig with Aogaat 1, 1906, we ean eal«ol> 
ate how weU it haa aooo— ded. 

• • • • • 

BIUOIOM Aft IT 01 AOOimD 

III THB WOBLD OF BUSIHIift 

Thaioltowing siytiiticaul commeut upou the cant- 
ing hypoeriagr of tUc age ui which we nve, especial- 
ly aa regarda the uioderu trend uf religion, appear- 
ed in the ly?'"™"' o£ the How York Couuueroial, a 
bnnna« newvaper, whioh makes no pretenae to 
pnbliBatiffln oi the OTnaalii^niri'y grewaome newv 
featorea of the day. Ooaing from mch a eonaarva- 
tive ■ooroek it ia worthy of oonaidwation aa indieat- 
ing the dreetiou in which modem inte l lie t aal 
thought is moving: 

An Age Of Ganfc 

We are living in a striking age from whatever 
aapeot couaidered, an age of decadent creeda and 
ehauging standards. The historian of the future, in 
BUjiiiumg up the salient characteristics of the pres- 
ent iuhabitants of the United States, will no doubt 
classify them as the most resiles->i> proj^n ,->ive peo- 
ple, the greatest road, city and cmpire-buiulers thai 
this world has known, and an essentially practical 
race. Uu the other hand, the aoiaaing facility with 
which ^>o intelligent a people aobn^ to being ex- 
ploited by any religious fakir or thaomaturgiat that 
joat ha|u>«na along will not eaoape eriticism from 
the Qceenea or Qibbooa of fntore aflM. 

it was refreshing to fiind the esteemed Public 
Ledger not long ago rejoicing, apparently, in cer- 
tain strange discoveries and tidmys ol great joy 
that had been brought to the good pvo[M oi I'hihi- 
delphia by a Doctor Torrey and a Mr. ^Uexander, 
itiiitraiiL -cvaugelists'' or •'missionaries" or *'re- 
viv disis. " For, -hile Philadelphia may possibly 
lack some of the briskness of New York and other 
large cities, yet surely the marvels alleged to have 
oeeoned under liberiiia Caesar ^ould have reach- 
ed that fair city by this time. They were stale news 
even when Constantine, led by his Empress Helena, 
promulgated an official religion for the western Eo- 
mau empire, only sixteen centuries ago; and since 
that time these wonders liave cerlamly been ex- 
haii.slivi'ly disijussed in all their possible bearings on 
human society as well as Ihi^ proved interpolations 
in the few passages of contemporary writers which 
refers to them. Yet, notwithstanding the deduo- 
timiy {mn ii|ffnt<mtpi faimMi fftr certi^ foTAs o£ primi- 
tive beliefh), arrived at by masters ol the^liounan 
intellect— such men as John Stuart Mill, Spencer, 
Darwin, Huxley— at the present moment, to our 
discredit be it said among English-speaking races, 
the profession of Howling Dervish" for which ig- 
norance it, a good 4ualilieatiou is oue of the most 
immediately prolitable that even a gel-ricli-niiiek 
schemer can turn his attention to. The good news 
that I'hiladciphia was asleep and needed reviving 
reached the ears of Doctor Toicqr and those of the 
similarly inspired Mr. Alexander at an opportune 
moment, and they very laudably hastened to intro- 
duce aalvation to the city of brothely love. A much 
wider field of effort has presented itself in France. 
And what may not have been lost to the French 
population by tlie absciiee oi these reverend gen- 
lleiiicii at this precise juiietun' .' Tlie government 
I bat country have been engaged 
11 a rough-and-tumble fight with 
; indeed, that was a precious op- 
portunity for our revivalists, either as umpires or, 
better still, participants in the fray. In the absence 
of any aodi ehampiona "the ehuroh" over there 
w<orated, and the principal French newspapers, 
with few exceptions, are congratulating the govern- 
ment upon its victory. 

In our own land we appear slow in realizing that 
cant and superstition are the deadliest enemies of 
human jtrof^ress. lias education not bufliciently 
advaiieed aiuoii^r us to render Holy-Ghosters, Dow- 
ieism, spook worsliip and other such religious mas-, 
querades impossible/ What renders such beliefs 
poeaible in the first instance '/ There lies the crux 
of the problem. Thirty years ago when France, 
still trembling after her tremendous defeat by Ger- 
many, was being reorganized by sueh pure patriots 
as Gambetta and M. Thiers, Paul Bert, then minis- 
ter of public instruction, addressed the chamber of 
deputies lo the l'olb.\vm<^ eirecl : "It is not our 
domestic discords, it is not Fngland, nor even the 
trained German legions that constitute the great- 
est menace to Frenchmen and the prosperity of 
France, still bleeding from her wounds, but 'the 
man in black. ' ' ' His memorable words have borne 
fruit But aa to the vultures who, under a clerical 
garb and under all kinda of denominations, are al- 
lowed to impose on the credulity of the British or 
an publii- without restraint, such as these 
)i tolerated in France, Germany or Switzer- 
aiiy iteriod, but were amenable to the law as 
or impostors. The French minister was re- 
only to the (/rtliodox ret,Milar Frencli clergy, 
lugh for the feudal ages of Europe, but now 
mischievous, reactionary and a breeder of 
debasing superstitions. 

Is there no leaMo that our eultivftted and more 
thoughtful class of citizens can derive from this 
great French national movement? For snch it is. 
Are the "shepherds" and "tub-thumpers," the 
types so well portrayed by Charles Dickens, forever 
to be encouraged and !.'«. uiireliukod by the press of 
this country? We must .le. line to believe tliat I'hil- 
a delpliia was asleep and needed awaking by Doctor 
Torrey and Mr. Alexander. The Reverend Doctor | 
OuM, ehairman of the 



the total expenses c f "the revival" reached $4U,0Ot». 
The profits were not stated. In this kind of busi- 
ness they never are, nor their disposal. On a loufjii 
calculation it cost about ijfo a head to cou\ert a 
I'hiJadelphian. in Atlanta, the next "stand" fer 
the two worthies, it no doubt cost much more. 
• • • • • 

Thee average Christian is the most abject and 
pitiful slave that ever bowed his neck to a yoke 
or cowered beneath the lash. He does not posse^u 
the moral courage, the intellectual independence 
of the commonest yaller dog that trots at the hei Is 
of a negro chicken tliief. lie is not an mlellecti al 
entity, but a very unimportant part of a cosily n a- 
chine, and ostrich-like, he is proud of it. Let us 
rathe.- be a flea-bitten floe and bark at the moon, 
but bo 



THE BLADE'S 
LEHER BOX 



Eeligioua fervor robs men and women of moral 
backbone and leads them along with grandmother 's 
apron strings. If the present politico-religious com- 
bination in America ciiu prevail in matters of«pub- 
lic concern, we shall have upon us days of dwarfish 
talents and gigantic vices, a paradise of cold hearts 
and narrow minds, the golden age of tlie cowa -d, 
the bigot and the slave. The idealities of the Clius- 
tian world is lo acquire just enough ability to s ic- 
cessfuUy deceive and plenty of religion to be able 
to perseoute. And of sueh is the kingdom of heav- 



Should be In Kvery Ubnuy. 

Howard, Kuuaa, J. Hughes.— 

Dear Sir aii<i Brolter, 1 have just fin- 
ished I>r. Wilsous book A liip 10 
Kouie," aua let uic sa.\ uo Inulded 
better thau we know wlxeii wu soul Dr. 
W ilson as :i deleualo tu Itoiue, 1 liave 
uei (he lautuage lo express my appre- 
cialiou of lUat book, i lelt like 1 wa« 
a buy by his aide and seen what he 
did aB4 that ke WM mjr (uld* and ea- 



UoDi of the caUoombe was the beat I 

ever read ilie book should be In every 
library. 

1 £tel ilial we are groatly mUebtoU 
tu Ur. Wilson and that we should do 
ail we oan tor the ade of book, if you 
think best jou majr pa/t tbs above In 
the blads. Bay Bratber, nm seat me 
two books, I oBljr paU lor oae^ I have 
been looklns lor aa iglanario but 
aa yet iave bom.— W. W. HBNSLBTY. 



how much they differed from each 
other and separated," I fear the aame 

would be true of us and then I fear 
>hai If We bad a platform that all 
could stand upon, we would not then | of lil< 
rush to Its standard or slick closely 
after getllng tliere wilhoui Uui., \\a^ 
some pecuniary 



lieve It we can aetUe on a platform 
and airanse the pecuntsry gala tbe or- 
gauizaUoa wooM b* 
we want to know what we want to do 

and how we are Koins to U7 to do It, 
and have an hicantlve to hold the luke 
warm aa well as to strengthen the 
steadfast, but bow are we going to do 
It?— R. 



WanU an Organisation. 

Upland, Indiana. —Should Freelhlnk- 



redly. 1 



Uollcv 
.uia t*i 



It would help to keep tlie paper altve. 
I congratulate you upon the able aad 

efflcient manner that you have odltctf 
the paper, and In the great aaortflce 

ou are niaking for the emand- 
of men from the slavish fear 
mhuilox (Jod. i cannot make 
lice, but can help a little to 



hold up the hands of those that do. 
Oovenior Jltokar oC Nebraska ssM in 
spaaklnc of the great reeponsi b iUUes 

of hla office be bad taken tola bur- 
dens lo the Ijorii, and the L^rd had 
helped him Kieally. Now wouldnl 
that put ihe liliKsh ou ihe monkey. 
Then think of the Chief ExecuUve of 
the Nation getting down on hla knees 
before the Lord, repeating amen to 
the appeals of a bloated prieat to hla 
dead God. I am at a losa for language 
to criticise this act. I heartily en- 
dorse the President in his great pe- 
forni work, conaidering his I 
hia work la b 



<ng yon great si 



IS.— H. M. nSOL 



made. 



Please flod inclosed order for $2.00 

for Henry Klbbrlde. He ordered his 



In the days of old the theologians crucified men 

head downwards for simply telling the truth. Now • disconiinued 
they crucify thein on a cross of business, fear :ind I '"^''^ l-'ij^'-"" 

,-.,„! ...1 \vi,. A„.^., I .u„J''"le. want to stick togethi 



cial osl 

■ best 



When 1 

noblest do 



aiues en- 
rolled on u ehureh rosier they will take courage .uid 
light back with increasing vigor. Just as a mastill 
will seldom bark at anything he can get ahold of 
and brute, so the priesthood strike only over the 
shoulders of others and then at a safe distance so 
that no rebound can follow. Cowards, ail of tbem. 
• • • • e 

The best way to get through life is to form a hi|^ 

ideal, give it both form and being, embody it in 
voiir thouglils, and tlien work to attain it No 
thought, no matter how hiinihle the source, possess- 
ing any value has ever failed to produce a sure and 
certain residt. If you have an ideal, i)iish it. II 
you have not, then eslablisli one, look up lo it, live 
it, make it a part of your life, provided it be a no- 
ble one, and sueeesa will come. Whether it be in 
your social life, commercial career or buiineas in- 
terests, get busy, let the deed follow the word. 



undei-stiind that ^"''"^ '"^'^ 'J^'^'^- ' 
, . ' talked and ooaxed and tried to per- 

meir names en- ^^^^ ^,rathM Ubends to con- 

tinue and pay prwnptly tor the Blade 
for we are flghting a monster for a 
grand cause. I have taken your paper 
for aeveral years not alone for the 
good tbere la in it, but for the pleasure 



and legislators ( 
for a year or more i 
"the church" thei 



deemed i 



Nothing Like New Blood. 
B-town, Ky., Jas. E. Hughes — Dear 
Sir, inclosed you have money order 
for two dollars and fifty cents for 
Blue Grasa Bhule, to parUea mentlon- 
e«. 

I ass CM t» see so BMUsy at tke 

Blade readers give you ao much taffy 
as editor. Nothing like getting new 
blood into anything, it helps awfully. 
Hope this little mite will help you 
some, wish 1 were able to make it 
16.00, but yon know what Paul said 
about providing for one 's own honse- 
hold. I see The Trip to Boom is be- 
Inc maUe4 out to subscribers. I ba/re 
not gotten mine yet, bat guess it will 
turn up O. K.— L. F. MANOIBSLD. 

measo« WMi The Made 
8aU Lake City, Utak, Mr. Hetfbos. 

— Inoloaed find P. O. Order for one 
year's subscription to the Blad.- and 
also send lo the same iai^ie.^s a •-■ipy 
of the paper with Wi suus okiUwu 
over the remains of Capl. Henry, ihi£ 
i.s the address, F. R. Hardie, .Nu. U. 
Jefferson St., Sail LAke Oily, Ltuh, 
and please send to me one of C. C. 
Moore'a Memorials, I am well pletMed 
with the Blade and wlU try and do aU 
I can lor It Witk best wlshse to yon 
sad the Moore family and all the 
Blade ooqwe of writers, I am as ever 
wltk yea aU to the and.— J. P. BID- 



Wllson Did Himself Proud. 
Washiiife'tou, U. C. Jas. E. Hughes. — 
I have received Dr. Wilson's book, "A 
Trip to Borne," and hare given them 
out to be read by people who wiU ap- 
preciate them as Brother Wilson has 
done himaelf proud. If a million ot 
men and women oould read thia book 
unprejudiced our oonntry would begin 
to get on the upgrade and tbe people 
would be better and wiser. What any 
man or woman wants with a bloody 
Uod in this world la a problem that I 
have never been able to aolve alnce I 
was a litUe boy long ysaxa ago, aad 
why any decent people la AaMrfoa : 
waou their llHIe children taught aueh ' 
a hideous doctrine Is past my finding , 
out, althounh I have tried to aolve it . 
for a long time. It surely can't be 
Ignorance, for all of them are wiser 
thaa poor "OM Buna." ■aelosed find S 
a dollar to per postogs m books.— 
FRANK BUBNi. 



1 

I of the Waet 1 
ra. Jss. B. Hogbes.— , 



Ingeraoll c 
.McGregor, Iowa, J . 
Rome book received July '»th. 1M6,; 
thanks. I am for tAe IngersoU nt the] 
West, Or. J. a WilsoB, ftrst Isst sadV 
all the time.— O FBTTB. 



The Blade is needs new snb^ 
scribers. We must double our eir^ 
eulati<m to make it pagr. 8«ud us 
a few new Aibaoribai. 



Likes the Rome Book. 

HSgeratown, Md., Friend Hughes- 
Inclosed ia 20 cents In stamps to cover 
posiaKe on "A Trip to llome,' which 
1 1-. 0. lUly recedved, as I had originally 
.-. lit you »he price of tbe book lUelf 
about a year or 00 ago. 

So for as I have read about one- 
third of the way I am plessed with 
the book and wish everybody oould 
sad would read it But you know the 
aupeistltlona of many would not let 
tbem read It even U they bad It Many 
are not sufDciently honest to bear 
their opponents, 
.•^owever 1 hope you will sell all 
you printed, and if the remainder is as 
good aa what I read, it ought to go 



Its frlende and patron* the oppro- 
brious repellant and inaccurate name 

of Infifiel, I think it ha.s much improv- 
ed and believe it wi.. be much more 
read by our opponents than before 
Heartily wishing you aad the gnuid 



Juet s Little Mislskan. 
Walla Walla, Washington— I am 
melUng tsst, 101 in the shade oa sob- 

aeripUon think I'll enclose my last 

dollar before leaving tor mgr future 
residence below, I'm well prepared aft- 
er a four weeks stay here. Blade Just 

in, ac<^ Ihe Johnson family are pretty 
w, II 1. pieseuted, sUy with em they, 
iiH a rulo are pretty liberal, Wm. Em- 
luett Johnson says, "Of course we all 

^ believe hi tme 

1 Gorky. 

! rlageT" Now we're In deep water. 

Does Maxim Gorky introduce the lady 
; with him as his "uilslress, " or wife? 
Another, Is this a civilized country? 
Vou say, "Freedom would manifest it- 
self in criminal folly and liberty be 
made a synonym for license." 

Could there be more "criminal folly" 
or license than under the present sys- 
tem aa 1 otaerved it througout the 
woridiT 

You say 'there Is such a thing as 
law, even ns applied to the relation of 
the sexes. 'l"o my mtt\'\ love is above 
all law, we seo J^xeniplilied every 
day Ita w^afHttSMeded law. I have 
yet to aeC tw« febple made true to 
esoh other fiy%(w. In your snswer to 
Dr. Wilson you atgr "that man ibslrea 
an abundance of both money and Vex 
to order that he ml^ht satitate himself 
with both." 

lyiere are thousands of Lib 
women and loen who don't 
look at It In that light. I ain assured 
by a Methodist revivalist here that 
all Infidels and the Higher Critics will 
a%ten m "everl^etlnc flra." You 
in iDrlfJipb«|||K Clark, John F., I 
shudder to tKiK ' 
of him, he'll set em to guessing what 
to do wilh him— A. JOH.NSOX. 



men uuselUsh enough to work for the 
good of the organiaaUon and not make 
wind Jammers of themselves, a» 
though to them alone belongod aU the 
credit extant far a Uberal idea hi en- 
lightening the unwary pilgrim foUow- 
ing in the fooutepa of t'athoUcism 
teaching. Younger people are waking 
up to Ihe fact that invest ii;alion by 

lilies luutihl by the dutmas ol llie 
Chrisiiau religion, and something Is 
desired along Unas a< omnmon sense, 
wisdom, where man by advaLoement 
in culture and the arts gains ascen- 
dency over the less comprehensive ol 
his kind only In so far a.s lueessai) 
lo do Kood for the geiu i.il wellaie ol 
all now and bencetoiih as iiiliabiiaiil.-, 
of the earth. That the miilv of human I 
kindn<;ss exista in the breast ol au In- 1 'i>"t t 
tldel same as the disciples of the Cbiis- 1 "'"i « 
tian. Aa it is conceded on aU sides l^aulu. 
the crucible of thoaght makhig in the| laany 
latter haa been staOad with aoeleslas- 
tlcal fetishes until in the abnormal I separation from the paper, but now I 
condition, there Isn't room for the | Wouldn't. Among otheV faliadas .he 
more logieal idea ol modern deduc ' ai>;ii. d UiaL people liave 10 be nssn* 
lions. Hence the need lor a social or-. iall> liOeiaied from lelisioua anpaf 
siitiou, Ijelore the can be liberated in- 
uubtrlally. Such a view ia absurd, 
contrary to historical lacU, and pres- 
ent industrial conditions. The athelsta 
propaganda ia as old as the ChristUui 
but what have they aooompUshed. A 
man in oons^^ phytUoal struggle 
and mental agony sustaining life is 
not much concerned about ethical 
pioLilems, religious creeds, a tuture 



What a Hayaaed Thinks. 

Huskin, Mont., Editor Blue Orssa 
inclosed pleaae find P. O. Oi^ 
del lor $2.UU. aa 1 am behind on my 
subsoi ipiiou this year, 1 will advance 
that much for the next, ao put my tag 
up to Januaqr IMS. Now the Blade 
is soperlaUve; you are more brood- 
minded than the old Bditor, my senU- 
inenta echo your aplendid edltoriala, 
> xcept when you tried to austain the 
iiarbarloua creed and dogma of the 
Kussian church, and some of our capi- 
laiist press hypocritical horror about 
that great human spirit Gorky; but 
iiuft said. Great men have great 
The deceased editor had to 



ganizat.on religiously and polilically 
lo attaia diatinction in tbe nation, 
For by their w<Mrka shall ye judge 

Indianapolis, Cincinnati or Chicago 
would be centrally located, perhaps 
for getting together a number of the 

interested member* in the cause. No 
doubt but Chicago oould draw a sreat' 
■r niimlier of people o'' a liberal view 
han any otiier city, on account of the 
iiiraction to the city, and believe ii 
vould be w\.ll to give it the prefer- 
eilce, however it is 
writer so that we form an organisa- 
tton— I. 



The Blade's OMiden HSrveat 

Jfiaat liberty, uaio, Bk^9 Urass 
uiado. — 'ime environmei 
things good or (Mm to 

as the animate. Thou art 01 
the iuanlmfito, but since the depar- 

has lalieu upon one who adds adui 
lai istre in your editorials, better 
every weea tnaa any twenty-live cent 
Meat to tbe discov- 
ery 01 Moore a erro' in preaching or 
tbodoxy, his greatest discovery for 
was that of James U. 
continues the glad bar 
vest cf the Blue Grass Blade as hallow, 
'ointment poured out" for Free- 
Lhoujjut. Vour proposition for a con- 
gress and organization reminds m« of 
the Book of Ueneela. 1 20. 'Ana God 
aaid, let us make man in our image 
after our likeness and let them have 
dominion over, etc., etc. I hope to see 
•mi>osium upon your thought and 
}oijr illieiiess and Kind. I believe 



I thin|<^ 
?rly loVRg V 



What's In a NameT 
Meigs. Oa.,— Wbile I am not educat- 
d eaongh to mrito for publication, I 



chMses aad ooaditlona of people In 
matter ot orgaaishpic Liberals, sad 
1 1 want to register an objection to 
tbe name Infldel, I think we will all be 
agreed that we need to be organized, 
t)ut think the first stumbling bUx;k will 
be a platform broad enough to hold 
all. It has been said of France hi 1880 



but an organization, but Is not an or- 
ganized body until he is n baby bom, 
and In. this coooepUoa for an organiza- 
tion and suggest these thoughta as 
principles, enter into the body organ- 
ized as principles for a platform. First 
Freethought needs a Mecca for its pil 
grimage of thought like an old loud 
survej , beginning at a corner, the lirsi 
enoampmeiii and poterual home Old 
(..'lassie Ath. us should be the .Vlecta 
and Sacred grounds for Naturalism 
and Freethought, it is the paternal 
soul of an undying cbarm for poetry of 
philosophy of history of arts painting 
sculpture ai ( hitecture, heroism, his- 



and all n 



a la any or not; it is to day, 
ho wants to live by instinot of self- 
preservation. When his sore llaOts 
are not in painful motioa ootniag pro- 
fit for tbe captains of industry. In 
mine or factory, he ia too tired to re- 
flect over such deep mysteries that 
not any philosophers or mental | 
can solve. The com 
Christian superstitiDn lo i 
mostly among the capliallafe 1 
who have the opportunity to read 
anything he likes^ and if you pass this 
fact tbroncb your tbinidBg aBjaiaWs, 
t am aore yon wiU adaott that k doi^t 
help the wageslave or any other of the 
working class. For each succeeding 



. from the ^ 
sthefcii.1 ' JMT 
Ulafe class. ^ 



1 the 



; for e 



year more wealth are consecrated; 
for each year, more contempt for law 
IS shown by the capitaUst class. On 
the other hand it is safe to say tbat 
half of the wage-slaves are Infldels— 
aa an effect of Infldel prop«ganda, 
in apite of it, and lack of any pro- 
If It Is any difference in 
the miseries and iwlns, as to the 
Christiana, the Inlidels most feci it 
more keenly as ho dou t have any 
false hope of a reward after death 
in form of white Unsn aad solA bacpe. 
It ia a 1 

than the religious that h 

Ing class and hurts him all over, all 
the time, that he have to bo rid of, 
Iz., the foolish Idea that few cun- 
ilng shylocks, by means of all crimi- 
nal agencies, wicked genius oould in- 
III, and under cover of legal legal- 
■d law, made by themself to suit 
.ir purpose, should have right to 
conflsaMe the earU with lU re- 
sou rcest, and eonUnnaHy fOroo tbs 
niassea of humanity to produce wealth, 
which those said shylocks appropriate 
lo sucli imnien.so iiroportlons that It 
staggers iinmagiuation. 

As a rule the capitaliats don't be- 
lieve the ChrUUan rslfglaiw bat bow 
he does love tbe dernr aa alieaa to 
tool the people, and for tba* boiy asr- 
vice give them valuable pslTQeaes, 
. ^ . ^ , .u I " "'8 sftia"*^ free fare oa tUtr fall- 

are of two kinda, the natural and the I ^^^^ donattons to balU eoatlJ 

sup<n.ataial or unnatural and super-l h„„he8, free ground 1 
8Utl4«t To the natural religion there \ 
is no dkiteriaa of truth outside of na- , 

tnre antt hetbhig is. has been, or will ; ^r i,;;,i,ia„ais ln"our natta: 

opposing elements in the polity 



nipt from tsiatkwi 



be, but aiture. Natural reUgiou 
courafies thought and reason the 
scie.-iiitic reiiearoh of today on the 
basis of reason. Supernatural religion 
hugun in (etishfam'aiiA is continued in 
tho prir* ' 



cal field, through whicb tbe iadnstrlal 
la 



can parties represent the capitalist 

class. SociallKm sigrnlflcs the laboring 
class. The .Socialist part>'« aim Is to 
merge those two classes into one class 
of hiimaiiliy, with alike opportunity, 
privileges and resiwnslbilitlea for all. 
Then it would not be anybody who 
would need the clergy to fool nohipdy. 
Tho chiirch, Dower would be brolwn, 
lili clergy ^Sl^ld be fooled themselves 
ohilvion/jtooling would be a hor- 
monster aidinp; tyranny only re- 
d to in past history and the much 
M for kingdom of heaven would 
St be establlah^d on this beautl- 
Now If each Infldol would do likewise fui earth.— O. F. JOHNSON. 



clea, spirited testimony, creeds and 

dogmas.— SPEacCRR OARWtXJI). 



Congrstulstes our Work 
Pella. 10WS» Bdllor BIlW Grass Illa<le | hie 
-Dear Sir. BnohMM« pMTttnd check , into 

a<- |l.(Kl on subscription, my ^e is rlld< 
(I tboroiighly occupied that I cannot | ferr 



